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The County Citizens Defending Freedom 
(CCDF-USA) Legal Team (CCDF-
Legal) was hard at work in 2022! We 
closed the year with a lawsuit brewing 
out of Miami-Dade County Florida, and 
in Duval County Florida, schools were 
able to separate from the Jasmyn non-
profit organization. Shifting to Texas, 
our CCDF-USA Education Teams out of 
Montgomery County and Collin County 
are carefully holding school boards 
and school districts accountable for 
their actions. CCDF-Legal is extremely 
proud to support CCDF-USA and all the 
accomplishments made in 2022. 

As we rang in the New Year, so did our 
phones … ring that is. What a great start 
to 2023, we are receiving reports and 
info from Denton, Nueces, Harris, Dallas 
County, Montgomery, Collin, Williamson, 
Polk, Brevard, and Miami-Dade counties! 
It must’ve been Jonathan Hullihan’s 
thorough guidance and instruction during 
the CCDF-Legal training week.

In working alongside Miami-Dade County 
Citizens Defending Freedom (CCDF-
Miami-Dade), and as they took a stand 
against transgender bathroom guidelines 
(additionally promoting American Flags in 
all classrooms), CCDF-Legal has started 
to navigate additional transgender issues 
in our schools. Our team is working to 
prepare some crucial information and 
scripting talking points for each CCDF-
USA county. 

Other counties in Florida are also 
upholding state statutes and working to 
protect students’ privacy and safety in 
school bathrooms. Here is a case that 
was filed on 12/30/22 out of St. Johns 
County, Florida: 

CCDF-Legal has provided a summary 
below of the 150-page case filed out of 
St. Johns County, Florida. 

Adams v School Board of St. Johns County 
Summary

In a 7-4 decision, the 11th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Adams v. School 
Board of St. Johns County ruled that the 
bathroom policy of a local Florida school 
district did not violate the Equal Protection 
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment 
or Title IX, the latter of which prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of biological 
sex at schools that receive federal funds. 
Writing for the seven-judge majority, 
Judge Barbara Lagoa, once considered 
for a Supreme Court nomination during 
the Trump administration, noted “the 
overwhelming majority of dictionaries 
defining ‘sex’ on the basis of biology and 
reproductive function” that contextualize 
how the bathroom policy did “not 
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depend in any way on how students act or 
identify.” The suit was brought by Drew 
Adams, a biological female who began 
transitioning in the eighth grade and sought 
to use the boys’ restroom on the basis of 
gender identity. Citing the Supreme Court’s 
2020 decision in Bostock v. Clayton 
County, which deemed the termination of 
gay or transgender employees solely based 
on sexual orientation to be unconstitutional 
under Title VII, Adams argued that the 
Bostock ruling carried over to Title IX to 
broaden the definition of “sex” to include 
gender identity. Using Bostock, Adams 
alleged that the bathroom policy of Allen 
D. Nease High School, which maintained 
sex-neutral bathrooms to accommodate 
transgender students, was still nevertheless 
discriminatory and burdensome. 

However, as the 11th Circuit pointed 
out, the court in Bostock declined to 
address the issue of sex-segregated locker 
rooms and bathrooms, further rendering 
their ruling inapplicable in this case. 
Additionally, Judge Lagoa observed that 
Title IX not only assumes the “plain and 
ordinary” meaning of “sex” as based on 
biology accepted as commonplace in 
1972, the year Title IX came into effect, 
but also legitimizes the longstanding 
tradition of separating sexes when it 
comes to the use of public bathrooms 
for purposes of ensuring the privacy 
and protection of students. On this latter 
point, the Court found that the bathroom 
policy, in mandating the maintenance 
of sex-separated bathrooms, met the 
“intermediate” standard of judicial review 

requiring the policy to 1) advance an 
important governmental objective; and 2) 
be substantially related to that objective. 
Since safeguarding students’ privacy is 
an important governmental objective, as 
Judge Lagoa writes, there was no equal 
protection violation to be found. 

While some anticipate Adams will appeal 
to the Supreme Court, it is worth noting 
that the U.S. Supreme Court’s declined 
review of a similar suit in Gloucester 
County School Board v. Grimm may 
influence whether or not the Court would 
be willing to hear the case should Adams 
petition for review.

Transgender News out of Texas:

Texas Association of School Boards 
Pushes ‘Transgender’ Restroom Policies

let your voices 
be heard!

Now is the time to start requesting 
meetings with your state 
representatives and/or establish 
relationships, as many are 
preparing for upcoming legislative 
sessions. Get out there and let your 
voices be heard!

Here is a tool that will allow you to 
identify election related legislation 
in all 50 states:

BALLOTPEDIA: Election 
administration legislation tracking

legal update (cont.)

Election News

Keep your ears and eyes open for “nonpartisan” organizations 
flooding our college campuses regarding voter registration. Many 
of these organizations are being well funded and are even using 
taxpayer funds!

Biden and Activist Allies Push Taxpayer-Funded Voter Registration 
on College Campuses

LOOKOUT FOR “NONPARTISAN” PROPAGANDA



We have some good news coming out of Montgomery County 
Texas where the team was granted a Level 3 Appeal to the School 
Board. CCDF-Legal is assisting Montgomery County with 
Reconsideration of Instructional Resources regarding the book The 
Perks of being a Wallflower, by Stephen Chbosky. The hearing is 
scheduled for later this month. 

More Legal News

welcome 
Ms. Stephanie Bontell 

CCDF-Legal would 
like to introduce our 
newest Legal Assistant, 
Ms. Stephanie Bontell. 
Stephanie has worked 
alongside some top national 
Constitutional Attorneys, 
she has worked in the 
office of a U.S. Senator, 
and has participated in 
Medical Freedom Events 
and supports defending 
freedom. Please join us in 
welcoming Stephanie to 
CCDF-USA. 
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